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whisper. Lothair seemed surprised and a little agitated,
but apparently bowed assent. Then the Bishop and his
staff proceeded to the end of the gallery and introduced a
diocesan deputation, consisting of archdeacons and rural
deans, who presented to Lothair a most uncompromising
address, and begged his acccptanco of a bible and prayer-
book richly bound, and borne by the Rev. Dionysius Smylie
on a cushion of velvet.

The habitual pallor of the Cardinal's countenance became
unusually wan ; the cheek of Clare Arundel was a crimson
flush ; MonsigrioreCatesby bit his lip ; Theodora looked with
curious seriousness as if she were observing the manners of
a foreign country ; St. Aldegonde snorted and pushed his
hand through his hair, wThich had been arranged in unusual
order. The great body of those present, unaware that this
deputation was unexpected, were unmoved.

It was a trial for Lothair, and scarcely a fair one. Ho
was not unequal to it, and what ho said was esteemed at. the
moment by all parties as satisfactory; though the Arch-
deacon in secret conclave afterwards observed, that he
dwelt more on Religion than on the Church, and spoke of
the Church of Christ and not of the Church of England.
He thanked them for their present of volumes which all
must reverence or respect.

While all this was taking place within the Towers, vast
bodies of people were assembling without. Besides the
notables of the county and his tenantry and their families,
which drained all the neighbouring villages, Lothair had
forwarded several thousand tickets to the Mayor and Cor-
poration of Grandchestcr, for distribution among their
fellow-townsmen, who were invited to dine at Muriel and
partake of the festivities of the day, and trains were hourly
arriving with their eager and happy guests. The gardens
were at once open for their unrestricted pleasure, but at
two o'clock, according to the custom of the county under